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STATED Atro ENFORCED 



AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS 



By VALEXTi:tfE WARD. 



Honour thy Father &THrMoT» ER; Ex. so. 1 9 

This precept requires not only that we should shew 
our purents r^pea and deference, but likewise tha! 
we should assist and relieve thest, and perfoirm sucli 
services for them as they may stand, in need of. “p 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



) To a few distinguished individu- 
als in the Church of Christ it is gran- 
i ted to wield successfully the wea- 
I pons of Theological controversy , and 

I to exhibit the peculiar dodrines of 
I Revelation, free from human glosses, 
j and encumbrances, in their most at- 
j tractive and impressive forms, whilst 

^ others are not less happily employed 
f ' ^ in calling the attention of their fel- 
I low creatures to the great, plain, 

^ truths of practical Religion. 

s 

' . The Author of the followinff pages 

has often lamented the neglea of 
FILIAL DUTY, especially in Rehgi- 
' Gus families ; and not knowing of any 
small treatise which is calculated to 
remedy the evil, he presents the fol- 
lowing address to young people, ho- 
ping and praying that it may be use- 
ful ; and should this be the case he 
will be more than satisfied; he will 
be thankful. 
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FILIAL DUTY. 



My Young Friends. 

I beg leave without many Cere- 
monic us professions and apologies^ to call 
your serious attention to a subjeft in which 
the interests and happiness, not only of 
yourselves and parents, but of your neigh- 
bours, your Country, and of generations 
yet unborn, are very much involved. God 
has spared to you the life, of at least one of 
your parents. — Have you ever when con- 
trasting your situation with that of poof or- 
phan children who are perpetually exposed 
to the frowns and insults of an nn^hd world, 
offered a tribute of Praise to the kind Au- 
thor of your mercies ? And have you like- 
wise duly considered the nature, number, 
and extent of those affcftionate regards, 
which are due from you to those wfep have 
been the instrunjents of your existence^ 
who have conferred, and continue d^dy to 
confer upon you, such great and nunteroiis 
benefits ? 

A superficial acquaintance with 
world is sufficient to convince us that f 
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IS Duty too little understood, and even by 
those who know it, too much neglefted. 

And is not this a sufficient reason why the 
real friends of mankind should use all the 
means in their power to instrufl the igno- 
rant, alarm the obstinate, and even to 
stir up the minds of the best children by 
way of remembrance ? 

That this subject has occupied the atten- 
tion of the wisest Philosophers and Legisla- 
tors, and especially that God hath en joined 
and urged it in his book, are circumstances 
which strikingly evince its vast importance ; 
and that it should ever be disregarded is 

matter of serious regret. 

As It is certain that some children neglect 
their duties to their parents partly for 
want of clearly understanding them, and po- 
thers for want- of feeling their solemn 
weight ; I purpose in the following pages 
First to state these duties with perspicuity 
and precision ; — And Secondly to urge them 
by those considerations which are most like- 
ly to move the youthful heart. 

■ And now my Young Friends, I must beg 
you with -suitable ^dispositions, to accompa- 
_iny me on this holy ground. Let .us place 
ourselves as in the immediate presence, of 
•our Heavenly Fatherj Lawgiver, and Judge; 
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and let us Msten with Reverence, to the first 
explicit revelation of his will on the sub* 
jeft of Filial Duty. " . 

Honour thy Father anix thy Mother : 
THAT thy days MAY BE LONG IN THE DAN U 
WHICH THE Lord THY God giveth thee. This 
solemn precept is frequently refered to, re- 
peated and amplified in the scriptures. Let 
it be* our present business to understand its 
nature and import. 

The word ^'honour,”of which the Almigh- 
ty hath made choice in the .fifth Command- 
•/ 

ment is, undoubtedly the best that could 
possibly have been selected. It inculcates 
a disposition which implies the habitual ex- 
ercise of Fear and Love^ and requires them 
to be constantly evident in the words, the 
aftions, and even in the gestures of children. 




Had a word been used which required the 
continual influence of only one of these 
passions, the commandment would have 
been defective. Suppose for example chil- 
dren had been commanded only to 'Fear 
their parents, how exceedingly irksome all 
the restraints of parental authority would 
have been! How very unpleasant the con- 
stant uneasiness of the child in the presence 
of his parents, and how uncertain his obe- 
dience in their absence 1 But suppose Z/ove 
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only had been enjoined, — would not. this 
have occasioned a decree ol boldness and 
familarity, if nothing worse on the part of 
the child, which would have been highly 
improper ? But a word is used which re- 
quires all those Reverential, Tespe^lfu], 
and Alfe61;ionate attentions, which adorn the 
lives of all those good children, whom I 
wish my Young Friends would make it their 
constant study to imitate. — I hope thaf you 
will have patience with me while I further 
endeavour to explain this momentous sub* 
je^. The precept under consideration re- 
quires that you should treat the persons and 
chara6l:ers of your parents with respefl, 
their opinions with deference, and their 
instru6lions and advice with attention ; 
^ that you yield a cheerful obedience to their 
Commands, and that you use your utmost 
efforts to render their last days comfortable. 

This- precept requires ist. That you treat 
the persons and characters of your parents 
v/ith respeCt. But here I would not be un- 
derstood as recommending merely that ex- 
tei'nal respeCt which is shown by some chil- 
dren in -the presence of their parents, who 
indulge dispositions which in their absence, 
lead, to a contrary conduCt, Such constrain- 
ed, partial, and might I not say, ^ deceit- 
ful modesty is nothing worth. 






Themost rppectful sentiments should be 
always cherished in the hearts of young 
persons towards their parents, who should 
always be considered by them as their su- 
periors, and at the same time as their great- 
^'st friends and benefactors. Nor is it by 
■iny means allowable, should they discover 
Any blemishes in their persons, or faults in 
ther conduct, for them to make these the 
uibje6ls of conversation ; rather they should 
Uudy how they might with the greatest de- 
licacy veil them from the view of others, 
if thii be one of the indispensible obligati- 
ons of children, we can feel no hesitation 
in condemning those, who frown, or scold, 
or use bad language in the presence of 
their parents ; or those who, whatever 
good they may manifest in thipir presence, 
despise them in their hearts, and when they 
are out of their sight, make sport of wha't 
they conceive to be their imperfeaions. 
This subjefl might receive some illustrati- 
on from the conduft of the sons of Noah ; 
two of whom conducting themselves with 
becoming respea and delicacy, obtained 
the blessing of God, whilst the other by an 
opposite line of condua, brought down 

the divine displeasure. 6 bn. 

JO. 27 . 
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The example of Joseph also will set my 
meaning in a still clearer light. How amia- 
ble oQes this great man appear when he 
meets his father at Goshen;, and with the 
most afle6lionate tenderness falls upon his 
neck and weeps for a long time. Gen. 46. 29. 
And when he presented his children to him 
to receive his blessing, he bowed himself 
with his face to the earth” Gen. 48. 12; Nor 
did the tender regards of this son of ten 
thousand end with the life of his father; but 
when it pleased God to end the earthly 
course of the venerable old man, Joseph 
^'fell upon his face and wept upon him and 
kissed him Gen. 50. 1. And afterwards 
with the wannest expressions of that filial 
love, which had so long reigned in his 
heart, and adorned his exemplary and use- 
ful life, he deposited his remains in the se- 
pulchre of his ancestors. 

but it is required tbatyou regard the 
opinions of your parents with defereme. 
As all men,,, the wisest and best not except- 
ed, are liable to mistake, so no mans opi- 
nion can be considered as the infallible 
standard of truth ; it is nevertheless thought 
right among men to pay deference to the 
.©pinions of those persons of integrity, whose 
Judgements are matured by age, learning 
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and experience. And in whose judgement 
can children in general confide with so 
rauch propriety and safety as in that of their 
parents^ or who can bethought so likely to 
consult their interest in the decisions which 
they form and communicate ? If this be the 
case, surely those young persons cannobe said 
to honour their parents, who always re- 
ceive with greater readiness the opinions of 
strangers, or have greater confidence in their 
own, and who indulge themselves in habits of 
impertinent conradiflion. Even when chil- 
dren are positively certain that their own opi- 
nions are right, and those of their parents er- 
roneous, if they express their dissent at all, it 
should be with the greatest meekness and 
sweetness of spirit, and then rather in away of 
interrogation than assertion. "Be not wise in 
thine own eyes.” Peov. 3 . 7 . Moses was 
himself a great man and received much in- 
struction from God, and yet it is impossible 
to read without pleasure, of the docility and 
deference with which he received the opi- 
nion and counsel of his father-in-law Exodus 



But this brings me to shew my Young 
Friends, 3dly That the precept which we 
are explaining, requires them to regard the 
instruftion ahdvadvice of their parents with 
a^Qniion. 
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* Children do not come into this world 
with their minds stored with knowledge. 
On the contrary it is an opinion generally 
- if not universally received, that we derive 
all our ideas first thro the medium of our 
senses, and secondly from reflexion. It will 
therefore be readily acknowledged that first 
impressions are vastly momentous, and from 
the relative situations of parents it is natural 
to expeft, that they will, according to their 
ability, furnish their oflfepring with instruc-' 
tion and advice,- on all subjefts of impor- 
tance, whether they relate to the present 
world or to that which is to come. And all 
persons will readily agree, that those y5ung 
people dishonour their parents, who habi- 
tually, or even occasionally, treat their 
counsel with disregard. It is indeed the du- 
ty of children, and a duty of whish they 
should never be ashamed or tired, to solicit 
parental instru6Uon and advice. To ae- 
Quire all the information which their parents 
have to impart, respecting the mode in 
which they should conduCt thmselvw in 
the'business, enjoyments, sufferings, friend- 
hips, and civilities of the present life. To con- 
sult them on all great occurences and never to 
take one important step in life, without the 

advice and approbation of their parents, 

unless 
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unless they are indubitably certain that the 
advice of their parents is dire6Uy contrary 
to the revealed, will of God. And one 
would willingly hope that there are but few, 
if any parents, in this Christian country, 
who would in such cases be 'extravagantly 
tenacious of their own honouri 

As I expefl this address will fall into 
the hands of children, whose parents do 
their utmost to teach them the way to Hea- 
ven, let them remember that it is their in- 
dispensable duty to hang upon their lips 
with a fixed and silent attention, to drink 
in their instru£lions with avidity, and to 
lay them up in their memories and afie6U- 
J onsas the most yaluabe treasures. My son 
I hear ihe instruBion oj thy Father^ and for- 
sake not the law _ of thy J\lother : For they 
*1 shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, 
and chains about thy neck. Prov. I . 8. 9. 
Hearken unto thy Father that begat thee, and 
despise not thy Mother when she is old. Pr; 
2o. 22. And the same w'riter still urging 
his pupij to attend to prrental instruction, 
ct says, fFdien thou goest it shall lead thee, wlteri 
tJioii steepest it shall keep thee, a?id when, thou 

wakest it shall talk with thee. Q. 2 %. 

It would be very improper to recom- 
mend every: part . of the conduCl of Jacob 
and '£sau to the imitation of young people,' 
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but they well deserve to be held up as pat- 
terns in the regard which they paid to the 
. advice and will of their parents in contrac- 
ting alliances. Gen. 28. 1—9. 

But 4thly, you are required to yield a 
cheerful obedience to their commands^ 
Subordination which is essential to order in ^ 
civil communities^ is not less so in the 
- domestic circle, and the right of parents to 
command is not derived, merely, either from 
their agCi experience, multiplied benefacti- 
ons or situation, but from the explicit and 
paramount authority of God. Thus, the 
Apostle Paul who wrote under the imme- 
diate inspiration of the Holy Ghost, when 
writing to the Collossians on relative duties, 
expressly urges children to obey their pa- 
rents in all things ; for this is well plea- 
to the Lord. Coll. 3. 20. Parental autho- 
i rity being thus indisputably established on 

a foundation which can never be removed, 
every good child will, consider it to be his 
I unquestionable duty, to pay a prompt and 

I unvarying regard to all the injunctions 

I and prohibitions both of father and mother. 

I There is indeed one exception which we have 

I ' already glanced at,— and that is, where the 
j will of the parent evidently clashes with the 

j express command of God, In all such ca- 
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80S God has undoubtably the greatest claim 
to our^obedience ; norshould any penalties, or 
privations however severe, be aWe to extort 
^ from us obedience to sinful requisitions. 

^Lest this should be abused; I must further 
! observe, that, where the case, is , doubtliil, ■ 
and especially in all things indifferent; the 
will of the parent is a law, sacredly to be 
observed by the. child. 

This being the true state of the case, hovr 
criminal are those young persons, who • 
"-treat their parents’ commands, or prohibiti- ' 
ons with silent disregard ! And how shock* ' 
ingly wicked and insolent, not only to their 
best earthly friends, but to God himself, are 
those rebellious sons and daughters who po- 
sitively refuse to obey ! Te shall yhctr aoery 

man his Mother, and his Father, I am the 
Lord your God. Lev. 19. 3. This part of 

our subjeft will derive both light and force 
from the examples of Isaac and the Rechat 
bites. 

Isaacs tho’ called a ^'lad” is supposed to ’ * 
have been between twenty and thirty years 
of age when his father received the com- 
mand to sacrifice. him on mount Moriah ; 
being arrived at the appointed spot, the 
father bound the son, laid him on the altar, 
and was about to strike the fatal blow, but 
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was prevented by the angel . of the Lord. 

Which shall we most admire, the 
piety of the father or the filial submis- 
sion of the son ? Gen. 22. 1. 19. The Recha- 
bites were commanded by Jonadab the son 
of Rechab, their father, that they should 
drink no wine,* nor their sons for ever. 
That they should neither build houses nor 
sow seed, nor plant vineyards nor have any ; 
but that they should dwell in tents all their 
days. This commandment was undoubted- 
ly a difficult one, and many would be their 
powerful- temptations to disobedience, but 
such tvas the strength of their affe6Uon for 
their father, and such their regard to his 
commands, that no difficulties however 
great, no temptations however strong, 
could ever prevail with them to disobey. 
And mark the honour which God set upon 
them ! After reproving his people by con- 
trasting their conduft towards himself, with 
that of the Rechabites towards their father, 
he concludes thus, “Because you have o- 
beyed the commandment of Jonadab your- 
father, and kept all his precepts, and done 
according tb' all that he hath commanded 
you : Therefore thussaith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel ; Jonadab the son of 
Rechab shall not want a maiy to stand be- 
fore me for ever,” Jer. 35. 
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Nor should we forget, the still more stri- 
) king example of Jesus Christ. For altho’ lie 

[ was Lord of all_, yet he not only humbled 
himself to be our Saviour, and to leave adult 
'1 Christians "an example that they should 
follow his steps,” but he has even conde- 
I scended to leave children a pattern of filial 
I subje61ion ; for it is said that he went with 
I Mary his mother, and Joseph who was only 
i - his supposed father, and dwelt with them 
at Nazareth and wassuhiedi unto them, Luke. 

a. 61. 

It still remains that I state to my young 
. - friends, one branch more ofyourdutyto 
j your parents viz. — That you use your utmost 
; efforts to render their last days comfoj'table. 

} That this is implied in the precept under 
j consideration is evident, first, from the ex- 
j planation of it given by our Lord Matt. 
15.3.6. We find that according to the traditions 
of the self-righteous and hypocritical Pha- 
_ risees, if a child had property whose pa- 
rents needed his assistance he might refuse 
them his help and yet be innocent, provided 
he resolved to present what he had as a gift 
I to the treasury. But our divine teacher 
I and Lord, exposed, and justly condemiied 
[ their dangerous error. The following is 
Dr. Doddridge’s improvement^ on this sub- 
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jeft. ""Let children learn from the com^ 
mand which Christ has vindicated, to honour 
their parents by a tender care of theni in 
their declining days ; remembring, that as 
no filial duty or gratitude can ever fully re- 
pay our obligations to such friendsi so an 
affe6lionate regard to them is a proper and 
necessary expression of our filial piety to the 
gresX Father of our spirits. Justly may he 
esteem his temples prophaned, rather than a- 
domed, by the most costly gifts which are 
the spoils of nature, and the of /«- | 

humanity.” ;| 

But that relief is included in the 'vj^rd | 
honour appears. Secondly, from 1 Tim. 5. 3. | 

&c. "" Honour widows that are loidows in- j 

deed. But if any widows have children or ne- 
phews, let them learn first to shew piety at 
home, and to requite their parents, for that is 
good and acceptable to God. Here we are > 
taught that piety requires both children and 
.nephews if they have it in their power^ to 
keep their widowed parents and aunts from 
living upon those funds, formed by the pi- 
ous benevolence of Christians, for the relief 
arifl support of the sick, and aged poor. j 

Many parents are by the blessing of pro- 
vidence, happily plated beyond the neces- 
iity of receiving pecuniary aid from their 



children. Yet even in such cases the com- 
fort of old age frequently* depends very 
much, on the affectionate and sympathetic 
attentions of children. Should this hap- 
pen to be the case with the parents of any 
of my readers, let me indulge the hope that 
they will make the following language their 
own. _ 

Me let the tender office long'engage* 

To rock the cradle of repofmg age ; 

With lenient arts extend a mother’s breath, 

Make langour (mile and fmooth the bed of death ; 
Explore the thought, explain the afking eye. 

And keep awhile one parent fiom the fky ?. 

Popi. 

But alas ! how numerous are the poor old 
people who are rendered quite unable to 
procure for themselves the necessaries of 
life, and who are intirely dependant, for 
their existence, on parochial or other charita- 
ble, and sometimes precarious, relief: All 
children who have parents in circumstances 
like these, are bound by the fifth command- 
ment as well as by every tie of natural af- 
feClion, to exert all their wisdom and 
strength to procure for them a comfortable 
subsistance. 

It would be easy to mention the names 
of persons now living who have for years 
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made it their pleasure to administer to the 
wants of aged and infirm parents ; but de- 
licacy forbids. However God will most cer- 
tainly remember their work and labour of 
love^ and may the number of, such instan- 
ces increase. 

The following examples which are both 
taken from Murray’s spelling book will tend 
both to illustrate and enforce this branch 
of filial duty. 

, 1. The Boy of Dundee. 

A poor widow, at Dundee in Scotland 
used to' spin and work very hard, in order 
that she might maintain herself, and her 
little son. She could not read ; but she 
wished her son might learn, and she sent 
him to school ; as he took pains, he learned 
to read well. 

When he was about twelve years of age^ 
his mother had a paralytic stroke, and lost 
the use of her limbs ; so she was obliged to » 
lie in bed all day long, and she could not 
spin or work any more. 

, As she had not been able to save any 
money, she could not hire any body to 
clean her house, and to work for her; aikl 
she was very much distressed. A poor wo- 
man who was her neighbour used some- 
times to call and ^sist her : but her son was 
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her great comfort. He said ^yithin himself, I 
will not let my mother die for want. I 
will- work for her i I will maintain her. 

God, I hope, will bless me, and prosper 
my work.’’ He went to a manufa'Story in 
the town where he lived ; and got some 
work. Every day he went to the manufac- , ‘ 
tory and worked hard, harder than if he i 

had worked for himself alone; and in the i 

evening he brought his wages to his poor 
mother. Before he went in. the morning 
he always cleaned the room for his poor mo- 
ther ; and got their breakfast ready, and 
did all he could to make her comfortable 

while he was absent. ^ - 

This good boy thought if his motner could. 

read, she could amuse and employ herself,. 

when he was not with her ; so he took a 
great deal cf pains and taught her to read. 
When she had learned she was highly de- 
lighted ; " Now,” said she, I am very hap- 
py. 1 am indeed confined to my bed, and 
I cannot w'ork ; but I can read the Bible 
and that is a great comfort to me ; and I 
have one of the best and kindest* of sons. I 

2 The Workhouse Boy. ^ j 

A boy about ten years of age, having lost | 
his father, and his mother having been ill at 
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[ hospital, was sent to a workhouse in 

j f^rewsbury. He behaved well, and work- 

j cd hard, that he might deserve the food, 

. and cloaths, and other necessaries which 

I were allowed him, 

I . . soon he had some money given 

I h*m as a reward ; and he was told that he 

1 might do with the money as he pleased. 

1 As soon has had received it, he asked his 

; master leave to go and see his mother; and 

f he took the money with him and gave it to 

; her. - ® 

^ I It is scarcely possible to say too much 
f I t,*'® exemplary affeaion of Joseph for 
IS father. With what tenderness did he in- 
! brethren, before he made him- 

self known to them, -Is your father well. The 
; man of whom ye spake ; Is he yet alive ? 

! after he had made him- 

self known he said to them, -Haste ye and 

I go up to my father, and say unto him. Thus 
; saiththy son Joseph, God hath made me 
lord af all Egypt : come down unto me, 
tarry not: And thou shalt dwell in the 

1 land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near un- 
to me, thou, and thy children, and thy 
children’s children, and thy flocks, and thy 

I '11 V* *hou hast. And there 

I I wi I nourish thee, for there are vet five 
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years of famine, lest thou, and thy house- 
hold, and all that thou hast, come to po- 
vertv.” Gen. 45. 9. 10 11. 

David also, during the time that he suf- 
fered so much from the envv, ambition, 
and cruelty of Saul, discovered great ten- 
derness towards his parents. 

He presented an address to the King of 
of Moab, requesting him to let his father 
and mother reside at Mizpeh, till he knew 
what God would do for him. 1 Sam. 22. 23. 
And even he whom David called Lord, when 
he was passing thro’ the hottest of his suf- 
ferings, did not forget his mother, but re- 
commended her to the particular care and re^ 
gard of his beloved disciple. John 19 . 25. , 

And does not the noble glow of pious e- 
nuilation animate the bosom of my young 
reader ? Are you not ready to say, ‘^by 
the grace of God, I will endeavour to equal 
the best of the examples which you have 
mentioned? My parents hearts shall never 
bleed with sorrow, occasioned by my un- 
kind. or undutiful behaviour ' towards them, 
neither shall my name be rendered odious 
to good men, nor my example have the 
least tendency to spread, among my young 
acquaintance disrespe6l, or disobedience to. 
parents. On the contrary nothing shall be 
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wanting on my part> which comes within 
the limits of my ability, to make them 
coinfortable both in body and mind.” 

Before I proceed mofe particularly to ert- 
forcd, wliat I have endeavoured to explain, 

I shall make two brief remarks. 

First. It is not; I presume without de- 
sign, that God, in the command which. wb‘ 
have been considering, requires that chil- 
dren should honour both their parents. It' ■ 
not unfrequently happens that children; e- 
specially boiys, stand in awe of tHeir father* : 
while he is present, and are afraid to diso- 
bey or a6t irreverently: at all, who, in his.ab*' 
sence, manifest towards the mother the^ ' 
most shamefur and painful disre^e6H ' 
However the misguided alfe6Hon, and> le* * 
nity, of mothers may on some occasions' 
be accessary to such conduct in children, 
it cannot by any'means be defended or ex- ' 
cused," but must be utterly conderiined^ a^ 
base; and dishonourable. It is quite pro-^ 
per, should any difference be allowed, that ' 
the mother be treated' with the most gen- 
tle' and delicate attention ; and all young 
people who understand and love theirdiftyi’ 
will cultivate in their' hearts; and evince" 
in their pra^ice, the most afleiftibnate es- ' 

, .. ' ‘teenf.- 
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tcetil fol* the p^r^t to whose itxaternal' teii- 
delness they are so much indebted. r t i>": j 
We reid in history: of statues being 
by the people of’^rgos, in honour of two 
broth^, f6i< making extraordinary exj^ti- 
ons in behalf of their mother. 5 Ahd iin 
1 Kings t9i’ We read>* thatiwhett thc 
mother of Solpmon; after his atcessimxita 
the throne> " came to' speak wkhr him^. “fMe 
rc^ up to meet/her and #owed himself ^in- 
to her, and f^t down- on^^his throne^! 1 ^ 
caused a seat tebe fortheKih^ Moth<^ ; 
and she od hit right haiid/^' \ Shall :vte 
hot consider tMs part of the comlu^:^ 4 l][e 
wise man, ' as at once eviifcing 'his:s«u^il{uh, 
and adding lustre to his character i -ffi od. 

' My s^(md’rem^k % ■ rhattio age.iasper; 
oilied at 'Which fiiiat aubo]^bationt.^^to^^ 
terminate.* The laws of uur. Cdunl 3 ^^#v 
childrert to aO; for tbemsehr<&.#tth^t$ ['Or 
even almost, ' the cemsent of their parehlts 
when they sirriMB at the age ofoRe and twei*- 
t y, and the unyielding dispositions’ pf some 
young p€ts6ns, of both sexes« -lead them to 
cast off parental restmint much earlier.* No 
sooner do they dnd themselvea ;^e to 
cure subsistence fca* *themsdves than thc^ 
either remote into a distant country, . m* 
into the houal^’ persons in their own 
neighbOurhogdylor enter iiitoi^cii 
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stipulations \with their parente as rather | 
t^nd to .injure than benefit the circiiinstan- 1 
ces of the old ■ people and also too often .1 
cohdu£l ■ themselves towards them ;wi^ - ■ ] 
a surly disdamful carriage^ • I need not take , , 
up time to prove that this is contrary- to 
the^ Divine c<Mmand : but must observe | 

that .Whatever liberties might be airovrM j 

by. human . laws^ and whatev.er opinions | 
men may;; form respe^ing the freedom* of 
children from parental controul at a certain 
age ; the Bible knows nothing of such doc- ^ j 
trine. And it is impossible for any one to " f 
prove, that, while parents live in this world, 
children may refuse to honour them- and 
be innocent. . J 

Aiid now- my young friends I hope you | 
undestand with a degree of accuracy, the 

line of comdufi which you are required tp pur- 
Site towards both your parents. Lest your 
' hearts should fefel disinclined . to what your 
Judgements must approve ; I proce^ to 
fulfil the seco/w/ part, of;my designi and 
•hope, by the blessing of God, to be ^suc- 
cessful, while I urge your duties upon you, 
by.' calling^' .your attention, : to the ^^nti- 
ments of the* wise and g6odr.-“The;claiiiris.'of 

of;GoD,- with the 

' happiness consequent iipon complying with 
his will, and the miseries: attendant o^dis- 
obediencc. , 




Arid ‘ first let _ the ' sentiments of the wise 
ai|d good on this, $u)b^e6l have their due 
weight Tiyith you. fy^.ni^ht *nde^ ap- 
peal to.,nwny; .without f«w: of 

Contradi^ion ; /or mapy of those who dis- 
regard, the rules of propriety in their pwn 
c^>pdp6t, will readily ,appkud those chil- 
dren who behave well to their parents, and 
pondemnvthose who . disregard or disojsiey 
them. Some of the wisest and best of fhen 
jhaye .difiered and continue to difier, in their 
sentiments, on many subjefts of considera- 
ble iiripprtance j . but ilf it were possil:^® 
colle6l all their opinions on the subje^ be- 
fore us there would, lie |ittk or no disagree- 
ment amongst them.. 

It would he very easy to seleft a large 
catalogue of the names of those who ^haye 
published their views to; the world, and 
shew their agreement with each other, but' 
I. shail content myself at. present 'with a 
quotation from Dr. Doddridge's Left ures 
ypl. 1. Page^J-. in which he.has com- 
pressed the opinions of various aiithon to 
whose works he refers. 

l.sEoVasmuch as children have =. received 
important favours from their parents, gra- 
titude, i-and therefore virtue requ^cs, that 
they should /ore them. ^ 

* 2. Considering the superiority of age, 
and the prob^Ie superiority of wisdorii. 
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wliich there is on ‘the side o-f the parents,’ 
and iaiiso hpw much, the satisfafbipn and 
comfort of a’ parent dep^.d on the respeft 
shewn him by his children it is fit that chil- 
dren should reverence their parents. - 

3. It'is lit that while their parents are 

living, and *the use of their miderstanding 
continued, their children should not ordi * 
liariiy iindertake any matter of great impor- 
wifhouf odwVmg* with themv ve^ 

cogent reasohspdrsue, if contrary to their 

4, As yoiitig^ people need some guidance 

and ■ gPVerhihent in their minority, and as- 
there is some peculiar reason to trust the 
prudenbe," care/ and alTdSiibn of a parent, 
preferable to ahy i t is reason - 

ahi^ that 'children, especially while in their 
ihinortiry ^duldo&Q/ their parents, without 
which, helther the order ©T families nor the 
happiiiess of the rising geneiation could be 
secured : ' ncvi^heless still supposing that 
the edinmands of the parents are not incon- 
§istant with the will of -God. 

‘ 5V Virtue t-equiresi that if parents ccmie 
to wan t, children ‘should take care to fur- 
nish them with the necessaries oflife, and so 
far as their ability will pe'rniit, with the con* 

Veniences of it. . 

If we could hear all the Ministers of the 
Gospel discourse on this subjeft, and were 



to cqnsult aU;pur nfeig^puis \yJio have 

reputation for cDinmop, sense*; or love. ^ol: 
moralitj^* we sho^uld ^hd fotle -or 
don of j udgimeht antOji^t thpinU; 

And shall I think ao ^ngeqer^uslf 6f nty 
young readers^^ a$ tCK siippose diat the eom^ . ‘ 
mon voice of mahkinq. espepmlly of the 
wisest and best: of .cvei'y age^v 
cffe£t upon them ! I hope 

that this considetadpo; 

"to confirm those; who ahc^4y {make il'their 
study to honour’ ^ but also to 

reclaim and refonn those hitherto 

tvan'dcred’ frona the rightvSjray, ' < 

. Cpnsidte 2dly. The cjaipis of Gr^titu^* 
And' here indeed*, is; a 1 source of refle^lioii 
which oiifht to meltfhtQtendtetfiess thenfost 
obdurate heart. ^ That every one wher 
whether old or yoimg; diipuld foef him^lf so 
obliged by every benefit cjonfeired by ano* 
ther; as to cherish the most; thankful dispo- 
itions towards his beriefa^oPi and seize the 
best opportunities of expressijjg them, are 
sentiments- which , npi?^ will" be wicked e~ 
no ugh. to controvert,. Even the heathens 
themselves Were wont to consider, the un- 
grat^^l; as amongst the basest of cham^ersi 
andrth.e charge of ingratitude was- to them 
one of foe most disgraceful. imputations^ 

. The Egyptians from whom Heathen Oreepe 

c 3 . 






and Rome derived their knowledge and vifi. 
hie, are Jnstly praised for estimating so 
highly the importance and obligations of 
Gratitude See Rollin'sHi^y* V. J, P. J90. 

“There is n6t (says Addison) a more 
pleasing exercise ot the mind, than grati* 
tude. It accompanied witlh , so great in-* 
ward satisfaftion, ^haf the duty is sufficient* 
ly rewarded by the perforhiancc. 
not, Uke the praftice of many other vir* 
tue^ dipcult' and painful but attended! 
wi|| so ipich pleasure, that were there no 
positive command Which enjoined it, nor 
any recompense laid up for it hereafter/ 
a generous mind Wou^ indulge in it, for the 

natural gratification it affio^;” 

But what docs gratitude demand from 
you? 1 shall endeavour to shew you that 
your debt is grOat, and that to refuse to pay 
it, would be exceedingly criminal. 

Some of you may Capable of consider- 
ing the severe pafigs Which it cost your 
mother, to bring you into the world; and 
how nearly her life was feWing a sacrifice in 
the .pei^Us .^^or should the anx- 

iety of your fether at that critical Jiin6iure 
remain unnoticed. With what fond attenti- 
on have flbuy (e^iecially your mother) 
watched your infant hours 1 Hew fearful 
lest yoiir peaceful slumbers should be int«'- 
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rUpted !—^HoMr careful of your health 
Never Would they; ifit eouldjbc Avoided, buf- 
fer you to be cxposi^ to excessive heat of 
Cold>-^ntUCh less to the. . iMfeiftiou of epi- 
deniic disofde^. fiuti» were you notwith'^ 

standing all their precaution, affliaed> 

And was there any appearance of danger ? 

Who can describe the sorrows of their hearts, 
of who would pretend to numbef the tears 
they shed ? Nq one could be allowed to sl»b- 
stitute them ih . their assiduous attentions, 
until the health of the parent wassao^ced; 
to that of the child. No eye Was deeiiU^ 
sufficiently penetrating and watchUi 
covering y^ouf wants, no heart tender e- 
nough to feel them, nof any hand Wiffici- 
ently delicate, and ready in relieving them. 

None Whp have not had experience cam 
tell the pleasure which they felt as, they 
traced the dawnlngs of reason . in your looks 

anda6tions,and When they began tohearvou 
intelligibly articuhte soundl ^their pW 
sure bordered on rapture. Their affedions 




thought,. an4. teach the yoking idea how to 
shoot. To pour the fresh instruction on the 
mind, an^ push the gen.erous purpose to re- 
solve.’- hfow many restless nighf sand labori- 
ous days have they pa^ed on. your account! 
thoseplam vehich cost somuchthought in for- 
ming, and so much, toil in executing, were 
chiefly that you. might be provided with all 
the necessaries pJC Jife,.. -and as many 
comforts as could, possibly be pfocured. I 
might easily,. proceed in the same strain. 



Koj* what young per^n can reflect on . inese 
things -without intjuiringj *”what returns can 
I makh to imi-dear^est an best friends, for 
alf their unxieties and toils, their sorrov» 

account^- Shall’ I re- 

on .whom iheine^irthly happiness chiefly de-i 

days,; or bring 

the.i)^ grey ' h airS - down with sorrow to the 
graycsT Ah. h%y?ther let my to*hgue be for 
ever- ,mujfe>, : than that I shopld^evtr by im' 
pro^r language., ofltend . their eam, , . oi 
gneye their. t?^fife*^h)nate hearts. , . Rather, let 



and sacrifices’ on my 
tWn tbeir - kih.dne®s, 'vith insults ? 




'Let 'me nope, my young" triciiths, that 
these are the generous sentiiricnts^^vhit^v glow 
in' your l)0S0ins.' You have the happiness 
or misei*y of your parents much in your 
own power. O strive by all possible meansto 
recompense their past' kindnesses^ -and be 
assured that when yoii have done 'your best, 
there wHl be a mighty debt of'gratitude yet 
im discharged. May your parehts have all the 
happiness that Oan be derived from the res* 
pe6tful and kind regards oPloving and dutiful 
children ; and never, have to'lament with ma* 
ny parents, Aat theirpei^otts’are distespe^ed, 
theif c6unsefe*Iighfed> aflfeiSlicmate 
and bi^n^cieBt care repaM with ingratitude. 
,y !l^l v^e the mc«t fruitful 'source of 
p6weidul1lft6tiV^ yet f d come. Consider Sdly. 

with iJi£ happu 
m zcilhhis zoi/i, 

at^d^he mise^ on disodedienee/' 

And V here my iub|^ assuuies an aspeft 
tr^^y'#ofe^n,^ ' already seen that 

God,, who is . “creating and 
upholding aii% word.”- 

' as, - “decking W with ‘ light as with a 
garment,, making thie Clouds bis chaiiot, and 
walking upon the wings of the windi— weigh- 
ing the hiUs in scales and the mountains in 
a balance,^h61ding the winds in his fist and 
the waters of the sea in the hollow of his hand, ^ 
and taking uji the isles as a very little thing 
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1 say of God, whom 

'afch»ige% cherubim and sera- ^ 
phrin, continually revere and adore ; <;pn- 
deseending to. direct children how tli^y 
should cpiiduct>themselves towards their pa- 
rents,; and .enforcing' his commands by the 
most ll^kmous, and Tremendous, sancticns. 

And will any. son* or daughter, after - con- 
sidering this, presume to neglect the 5tA com- 
mandment ! Will not eaoh rather say. 
it the express will of . my MakCT,-T-my iRe.*- 

deemer,^iny. Sanctifier,--and ihy"TJudge« 

that I should honour, my father and mo-<- 
ther ! And was the revelation of his will -at , . 
iiist attended with such awful.granj^eUr that 
Mosies, the man of God said, I .exceedingly 
fear and quake ! .And sh^I I a poor helpless 
creature brought into . being ^ ppwer . 

and preserved every mg.nm.nt;^^ 
and bountiful providence l--^ba Jl .l for, a mo- 
itient dare to indulge a reunions thought 
Ugainst Him ! Gcd forbid !~Lct me on the- 
contrary, strive -night and day, to render, 
the lives of those comfortable whom he has 
wisely and ^acJoitsly plaoed over me, and to 
whqm^he has, fur a time at least delegated a 
degree of: his own authority.” O that thk 
might be the heartfelt language of uH niy; 
young readers J , IShould this be the case 
you have every reason to expect that ftiiti-^ 
ty, will attend you all your future days. 
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lliis is called by. St. Piul, the first cdni- 
'mandment with promise." £pir. ‘6: ' ^."''* 
The promise to the ;jews was particular, ft 
was that they should "live long in the land 
of Canaan," but under the Gospel dispensa- 
tion it is wisely made more general. . " That 
it may be well with thec> &c." ■ ’ ' ' 

The reputatimi of the obedient child, goes': 
before lum into all companies ; and howe- 
ver it may excite thesneer of the dissnlntd, 
it wiir secure him. the confidence and friend- 
ship of sdl those whose opinions and esteem 
are worth notice. There is the best rea*- j 
son to' expect that such an one will fill- up 
every futurfe station, which Providence may 
appoint, whether he be rich or poor^ with 
the greatest punctualify, fidelity and hondur. 
And who cati be so jikely} orso proper, to 
be invited to occupy places of trust andfes- 
peQability ? But whaf is still better, ‘ as we 
have already hinted^ suCh chilck^ have-e- 
very reason to.expeft the blesung of God 
upon tbeir undertakings, so that they have 
much ^eater security' of temporal rprosperi- 
ty/ than that afforded by the faveur of men, 
however %reat or good. - ' ^ ' 

And is there not good rempn ,to hope, that 
these will comply with every other requi- 
sition and injunction, orthe law and Gospel 
of God ^ Besidds how tranquil must be the 
minds of those children whose consciences 

•a. ' * 




acquit them of any neglect duty« 

and who are .also firmly per$ui^e(i thsut 
God approves of their cqndq^ towar^ their 
parents! - See the good child attet^ing tte 
. death;,l^d 5^^ ^,1® the 

last sad ql^ees of affe^ion, or following him 
or her to the graye ! He feels laments 
,his loss how pleasant tp .refleS, that 

-he ncyej; -wilfully caused, tho^ eyes which 
are now ip 4^ath to be .suffpsed with 

tears of, anguish; those pale cheelB to ,i^ed- 
den \^th anger, , oj*.»thaf qnifCt bosqm: to 
swell with uneasy emotion !; 4. . 

And willinot the. righteous fudge at the 
last day present the obedient child with a 
brighter crown than even those who have in 
the latter partoflife repented . of their past 
disol^ience,.. and .obt^ mercy ? un- 
doub|e(^y^_ ConCeive,tify0u can, the hap- 
piness , of those parents; ' »ahd clul4ren, ^who 
having been m;^e,.partaJi^r»^of;the grace df 
life in this WQrldj'und fulfilled their respeHiye 
.obligations. tq each other to the Glory of Got}, 
and wc^theifed tb^stprmaof life with Christian 
fortjtpdf^ . are ik>w : greeting each other in 
the Paradise of God 1 Hqw eweet th^ con- 
verse !— rHow intimate> pure, and strong 
their, friendship !t-How deligldful theliTc- 
trospeflive jefie^ons and renrarhs ! Bqt 
it is vain to attempt, fully to desfribe^thfir 
happiness, as to epupith^rops in tfie ■ ! 
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the sands . upon the shore. My most 
earnest desire and prayer for all‘'nity yoiintf 

readei's, is that they may participate ih" this 
unspeakable and eternal blessedness, ^ 

But mark the awful contrast !-r-what shall 
be the portion of thedisobedientebild? Had 
he lived in the best times of heathen Greece 
vOr Home, he would have been despised and 
^degraded j and . had hcv. lived, Under ' the 
Mosaic dispensation he w!ouId have been 
deemed accursed, and put tos death ! Deut 
21v-^l8.~2l. I bid. 27.~1€. And is thS 
•CTime thought less atrocious in a Christian, 
than m a heathen country ? Does it not 
meet ikith a partial punishment by men in 
our own land ? Is not the bad child shun- 
ned, and suspeaed by the best 'charaaers ? 
Yes ; and hence you will seldom find such 
young persons form* good connexions, or 
succeed well in their temporal concerns: 
But should men sufifer such to go unpunish* 
ed, ^isnot God as much displeased with rC”* 
belJious children now as when he gave ihfr 
law to Moses > Most certainly he k’ Henc^ 
we find in the new* Testament the ^disobHi- 
parents clawed with the most abomi- 
nable charaaers ! and threatened with the' 
m ost tremendous punishment. Indeed, were 

'1 * j'* ... . ' ” ^nothing more thah ! 

the apbrmdings ofthmrowh’ consciences, and 
the rage of their own unsubdued passions there 
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cssc would be deplorable j bu t tb^t Jeslous 
God who "will bring every work into Judg- 
ment,” will most certainly pursue them with 
with his curse ; and punish them in the lake 
which burns with fire and brimstone for ever. 

The hardened, profligate, disobedient child, 
may now despise the counsels, and insult the 
feelings of his parent^ and even laugh at the 
authority of God, but when the great Judge 
shall call the Nations to his bar, his brutal 
courage will forsake- him, fearfulness and 
trembling will take hold of him. How will 
he wish for the rocks and mountains to cover 
hfnT! And should his parents be found at 
the right hand of the Judge, how will it in- 
crease his misery to be for ever seperated 
from those who took such affe6lionatc inte- 
rest in his welfare ! 

And now my young friendsj are you al- 
most, or altogether persuaded to "Honour 
Your parents.” Are you who are now readin g 
these Wes one of those who already under, 
stand ^d delight in theinduty ? Your con- 
du6l gives the best evidence that you v^ue the 
sentiments of the wise’ and good,— that your 
heart is net insensible to the demands ot 
gratitude,— that you wish to resemble the 
excellent of the earth, but especially, that 
you regard the Will of the grpt and ever 
blessed God,— that you fear his frown and 
Kope in his promises. And do you not aL- 
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ready enjoy in part the peaceful fruits of fi- 
lial piety ! Go on ; be not weary in doing 
well in this respc6lj and in due time you shaH 
reap a vast and eternal reward, not because 
there is any real merit in your good works, 
but because God has promised thus to reward 
them thro* the infinite merit of your Re- 
deemer and Saviour. 

But has the present reader of these lines 
been a rebellious child ! And will not your 
stubborn heart yield to the proceeding con- 
siderations ? O repent of your past miscon- 
I du6l! Donot add one pang to those which you 
have already given your parents. Do not 
provoke God another day. Your parents 
are willing to forgive you !-=-Your Heaven- 
ly Father is alsl» willing ! — Yield therefore 
this moment, and let your present repentanee 
and your future affectionate attention, re- 
move, if possible, from the minds of your 
parents your past undutifulness. 

‘ Three brief remarks.more, and then I must 

take my leave, for the present, of my young 
readers. 

1st. This short address may fall into the 
hands of some young people who make a 
particular profession of religion. To such 
I I would say, that there is this reason in ad- 
dition to every other why they should ** Ho- 
nour their father and mother/’^ 





. 'Sdly. Children should not by any means w® 
think themselves discharged from their dnty 
l^cause their parents neglc£i theirs. This t « 
jremark should be observed by people, dn jl 
every relative situation of life. J 

Lastly. It should be indelibly impressed . 
uponthe minds of ail, especially of children, , 
't^ all power to do good comes from God. - f 
He is not only the source of wisdom fronip 
which we' receive all Valuable instru€lion, 
and of Mercy which jKirdmis and comforts^ 
all penitent believers in ^esus ; but also of 
that gracious power by which all that look * 
to him are envied to obey all the precept^y % 
of his word. i 

Let me then Gtkreat all who shall deign to | 
look into this tittle pamphlet t but especially 
&ose for whose benefit it is pfhtcipaUy design^- i 

ed, earnestly and constantly , to implore the > 
influences of the Holy Ghost, that they may ^ 
enabled in the spirit of faith and l&oe, to I 
do his commandments, thkl they may have^ \ 
right-to the treeof life, and may enter in thro* 
gates into the City." Rbv. 23 ,; — 14 . There 
may the writer and the readers of this short 
address meet each other to ascribe unto our God • 
and Saviour, Glory, and honour, and blessing 
and praise, and wight, and majesty and do- 
winim, for ever and eyer. Amen. « 
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